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Ouv Philonophy

A Place for Students +o Thrive

At Peace, we believe the early years of
education are a pivotal and formative
stage in a child’s learning journey and lay
the foundation for lifelong learning. Our
philosophy is grounded in the belief that
Prep should be ‘done differently’—with
intention, nurturing, and a deep respect
for the unique potential of every child.




Our faith-based approach is deepl
grounded in the Lutheran tradition,
which recognises each child as a
unique and precious creation of God.
We believe that God's grace is central to
all aspects of life and learning, and this
belief shapes our relationships, our
teaching, and our community. We aim
to foster a personal relationship with
God and prepare children for a life of

Lutheran

Foundations

Genuine

Connections

Relationships are at the
heart of our school and our
philosophy for Prep. We
cultivate strong, genuine
connections between
students, staff, families,
and the wider community to
create a safe and nurturing
environment where children
are known, supported,
valued and loved.




Learning in Prep at Peace is a
balance between explicit
instruction and inquiry, play- and
project-based learning. This
approach ensures an age-
appropriate approach, allowing
all students to develop strong
foundational learning and social-
emotional skills.

In Prep at Peace, we nurture
the whole child through
compassion, courage,
connection and collaboration.
Children build empathy,
resilience, and confidence as
they explore age-appropriate
challenges in a supportive
environment. Our
combination of teaching
approaches makes learning
relevant and meaningful while
equipping every child with the
skills, creativity, and faith to
thrive now and into the future

Courageous
Minds,
Compassiona-

Hearts

A Balance

of Learning

Approaches

An
Individualised
Journey for

each Child

We celebrate the uniqueness o
every child and support them on
their individual learning journey. Our
program is designed to cater for
diverse learning through:

Small group learning & differentiated
instruction that meets each child
where they are

Flexible learning spaces that adapt to
different activities and learning
approaches

Opportunities for purposeful play,
creativity, imagination, and self-
expression.




in Action

The Australian Curriculum and the
LEA Christian Studies Curriculum

are used as the foundation for our
educational program.

Explicit Instruction

Explicitinstruction is used as the teaching method for English and Mathematics as our
staff work to develop strong foundational skills in literacy and numeracy, setting our
students up for success in their learning.

Literacy is taught explicitly, ensuring that each child develops essential oral language,
reading and writing skills. At Peace, students complete the InitiaLit literacy program
throughout Prep to Year 2. In Prep, this forms the basis for our literacy program,
focusing on reading, spelling and related skills, building the foundation for successful
readers and writers. Students engage in daily explicit on-the-mat lessons and literacy
rotations as well as weekly storybooks lessons.

Alongside this, we provide engaging, hands-on opportunities to explicitly develop
numeracy skills, helping children understand mathematical concepts in real-world
contexts. These foundations support future learning and success across all areas.

Learning through inquiry, play and projects

A combination of inquiry, play- and project-based learning are used for other learning
areas such as Science, Christian Studies, HASS and Technologies. This approach
encourages children to follow their natural curiosity and explore the world around
them. We embrace a student-led approach, enriched by hands-on learning
experiences and carefully designed provocations that reflect student interests. As
students engage with project-based learning they attempt to answer questions and
solve problems in the world around them. This combination of pedagogies fosters
confident, curious, and creative learners who develop a love for learning and are
empowered to take ownership of their individual learning journey.



Specialist Lessens

Weekly specialist lessons are provided by our specialist staff in the areas of Physical
Education, Arts and Auslan.

Our Preps will also complete the Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) on a weekly basis
to strengthen their gross motor skills, a key area of development in the early years.

Wellbeing

Wellbeing programs, including Play is the Way and The Resilience Project, are
implemented across the school and support our students to develop emotional
literacy, an understanding of their relationship with others and lifelong wellbeing habits.
Students participate in these lessons each week.

Our Prep students engage in our buddy program, with the Year 6 students being their
buddies for the year. This creates special bonds between our oldest and youngest
students and supports our Preps as they transition to school.

At Peace, we use Restorative Practices to support students when things go wrong in
their relationships. Staff work through the relationship break down at an age-

appropriate level with the students involved, helping them to identify the hurt caused
and restore their relationship.

Reporting in Yrep

Students are assessed in the areas of English, Mathematics, Christian Studies and
Health and Physical Education and will receive an achievement grade and effort mark
each semester on their report card. For all other learning areas, teachers will provide an

effort and engagement mark and an overview of the learning that has occurred in each
learning area.
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